Comhairle Náisiúnta na

gCáilíochtaí Gairmoideachais
National Council for

Vocational Awards

[image: image1.png]



Module Descriptor
Learning Skills
 FETAC Level 3 
LF2492
May 2006
The Further Education and Training Awards Council (FETAC) was set up as a statutory body on 11 June 2001 by the Minister for Education and Science. Under the Qualifications (Education & Training) Act, 1999, FETAC now has responsibility for making awards previously made by NCVA.

Contents

	Introduction

	Page numbers…
2

	Summary of module details and aims


	3

	Units


	4

	Specific Learning Outcomes


	5

	Assessment


	7

	Performance Criteria


	8

	Individual Candidate Marking Sheet


	13

	Appendix: Guidelines for presentation and recording of evidence
	16


Introduction

A module is a self-contained unit of learning.  Modules may be followed and assessed alone or in association with other modules.

FETAC offers certification to candidates who achieve the standards specified in modules approved by the FETAC.

This module descriptor describes:

· The purpose and aims of the module

· The knowledge, skills and attitudes, which successful learners will achieve on completion of the module

· The standard of work required

· The range of work which candidates are required to submit as evidence of their achievements

· How the work should be presented for assessment

The purpose of this module descriptor is to:

· Provide clear guidance for centre staff to assist them in planning programmes

· Provide a system of assessment, which will allow candidates to demonstrate their achievements

The overall content of the module and the method of delivery should be planned by centre staff, where possible in consultation with learners, taking into account the assessment requirements outlined in the module descriptor.

	1


	Title
	Learning Skills

	2


	Code
	LF2492

	3


	Level
	3

	4


	Value
	1 credit

	5
	Purpose
	This module descriptor outlines the learning outcomes, which help pre-vocational learners to practise and gain credit for a range of knowledge, attitudes and skills that help parents/carers and those interested in child development maximise the potential of the home learning environment to support children’s learning as they progress through the primary school from Junior Infant to Sixth class.
                                             

	
	
	Course providers are encouraged to design programmes, which are consistent with these learning outcomes and reflect learners’ needs and interests.  This module provides opportunities for candidates to identify, select, manage and collate evidence of their own learning.  It may be followed as a stand-alone module, or alternatively may be integrated with other Level 3 modules such as Caring for children, and Child Development and Play.

	
	
	Candidates who are successful in this module will gain practical experience of supporting school learning at home and develop study skills that are useful to both adults and children.  Learning Skills                                                    may be delivered as an elective module.

	6
	Preferred

Entry Level
	No previous qualifications are required.


	7
	Special

Requirements
	None
                                         

	8
	General Aims
	Candidates who successfully complete this module will:

	
	8.1


	Understand that a growing child needs different supports



	
	8.2


	Recognise and gain confidence in the role of parent/carers in supporting a child’s learning

	
	8.3


	Realise the purpose of homework and how parents/carers can support a child’s study


	9
	Units
	The Specific Learning Outcomes are grouped as three units

	
	1
	The Growing Child

	
	2
	Home and School Learning

	
	3
	Supporting Homework


	10
	Specific Learning Outcomes
	Candidates must achieve all of the following Specific Learning Outcomes:

	
	Unit 1
	The Growing Child

	
	1.1
	Outline main changes in children’s cognitive, physical and emotional development from junior infant to sixth class



	
	1.2
	Discuss the social skills needed by children within their community and how these skills are acquired.



	
	1.3
	Describe ways to support creativity in children. 



	
	1.4
	Outline ways parents/carers encourage children’s reflective processes.



	
	Unit 2
	Home and School Learning

	
	2.1
	Identify the important role parents/carers have as partners in their child’s learning.



	
	2.2
	Identify differences between home and school learning



	
	2.3
	Show awareness of a child’s learning style



	
	2.4
	Discuss communication between home and school.



	
	Unit 3
	Supporting Homework



	
	3.1
	Discuss parents/carers’ view of what is expected from children at school.



	
	3.2
	Identify reasons for doing homework.



	
	3.3
	Outline key ways in which parents/carers can assist their children with homework.



	
	3.4
	Explain ways of checking homework


	11
	Assessment
	Candidates present a portfolio of coursework which shows that they have achieved all of the Specific Learning Outcomes.

	
	Portfolio
	The portfolio must contain the following:


[Select 1 –3 assessment technique and use the standard statements below to structure guidelines on assessment]

11.
Collection 


Of Work
The internal assessor will devise guidelines for candidates on gathering a collection of work that demonstrates evidence of a range of specific learning outcomes 



The collection will include:
	
	
	Unit 1
The Growing Child

· A chart showing  the changes in children’s cognitive,  physical and emotional development from junior infant to sixth class

· A leaflet or other appropriate media designed with a child on either ‘respect for self and others’ or ‘the bullied and the bully’

· A list of creative strengths in a child with a description of how each might be encouraged

· An article or audio cassette on ‘Learning from bad experiences’

Unit 2
Home and School Learning

· A record of the observation of one child learning a skill

· A completed learning style questionnaire and evaluation

· A list and description of some resources that would support a child’s school learning at home

· A list of different methods of communication that can be used between home and school

Unit 3   Supporting Homework

· Notes from a discussion on parents/carers view of what is expected from children at school

· A list of reasons why homework is given to children

· A poster showing ways parents/carers can support their children’s homework

· A list of ways in which parents/carers can check their child’s homework

Techniques

	
	
	      Evidence may be submitted in written,        

      graphic, audio or audiovisual form, or a 
                                          combination of these.

                                         A summary of the type of work, which   

                                         can be presented as evidence is given in   

                                         Appendix, Description of Portfolio

	12
	Performance

Criteria
	Performance Criteria provide guidelines on Specific Learning Outcomes and describe the standards, which successful candidates must achieve.

	
	
	For ease of reference, Performance Criteria are itemised alongside the relevant Specific Learning Outcome.


Unit 1 The Growing Child
	Specific Learning Outcome


	Performance Criteria/ Criteria for Assessment



	The learner should be able to:


	The learner has achieved this outcome because s/he can:



	1.1 Outline changes in children’s  

           cognitive, physical and       

           emotional development from   

           junior infant to sixth class.


	List the significant changes in children’s cognitive, physical and emotional development from junior infants to sixth class.



	1.2       Discuss the social skills needed 

            by children within their      

            community and how these skills 

            are acquired. 


	List the social skills and how children learn these skills. Discuss how to encourage children to respect themselves and others.



	1.3    Describe ways to support   

           creativity in children.
	List the creative strengths of one child and

ways this creativity could be developed.



	1.4      Discuss ways to encourage   

          children’s reflective processes.


	Discuss things that uplift children and things that make them feel sad and how ‘Learning from bad experiences’ can have positive outcomes.




Unit 2 Home and School Learning
	Specific Learning Outcome


	Performance Criteria/ Criteria for Assessment



	The learner should be able to:


	The learner has achieved this outcome because s/he can:



	2.1     Identify the important role     

          parents/carers have as partners      

          in their child’s learning.

	List the ways learning happens    

in the home.

Identify the key things that have helped a child learn a new skill at home.



	2.2    Identify differences between    
           home and school learning.


	Complete a learning style questionnaire and evaluate it.

Identify styles most associated with school learning and those with home learning.



	2.3     Show awareness of a child’s    

           learning style. 


	Describe resources that would support a child’s school learning at home.



	2.4    Discuss communication between   

          home and school.
	Discuss different methods of communication that can be used between home and school.




Unit 3 Supporting Homework
	Specific Learning Outcome


	Performance Criteria/ Criteria for Assessment



	The learner should be able to:


	The learner has achieved this outcome because s/he can:



	3.1 Discuss parents/carers’ view of 

           what is expected from children     

       at school.

	Discuss parents/carers’ view of what is expected from children at school and list examples.

	3.2      Identify reasons for doing 

           homework.


	List the reasons why homework is given to children.



	3.3     Outline key ways in which 

           parents/carers can assist their  

           children with homework.


	Discover whether their child’s school has a homework policy.

Provide examples, which show how parents/carers have supported their children 

with homework.



	3.4 Explain ways parents/carers can 

check homework.


	List ways in which parents/carers can check their child’s homework.



	3.5
	


	Level
3
	Individual Candidate

Marking Sheet
	Learning Skills
Module Code
LF2492
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This form is to be copied, completed and attached to the front of each candidate’s portfolio.

Candidate's Name:
 PPSN Number:


	
	Specific Learning Outcome

The Learner can:
	SLO

(()
	Evidence Explanatory Information *

	1.1
	Outline changes in children’s cognitive, physical and emotional development from Junior class to sixth class
	
	

	1.2
	Discuss the social skills needed by children within their community and how these skills are acquired
	
	

	1.3
	Describe ways to support creativity in children
	
	

	1.4
	Discuss ways to encourage children’s reflective processes.
	
	

	2.1
	Identify the important role parents/carers have as   

partners in their child’s learning
	
	

	2.2
	Identify the differences between home and school learning
	
	

	2.3
	Show awareness of a child’s learning style
	
	

	2.4
	Discuss communication between home and school
	
	

	3.1
	Discuss parents/carers’ view of what is expected from children at school
	
	

	3.2
	Identify reasons for doing homework
	
	

	3.3
	Outline key ways in which parents/carers can assist their children with homework
	
	

	3.4
	Explain ways parents/carers can check homework
	
	


(√) indicates that the candidate has achieved the SLO.*see Appendix, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3.

This is to state that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is complete and is the work of the named candidate.
Candidate's signature:
  Date:


Internal Assessors’ signature:
  Date:


External Examiner's signature:
  Date:


	
	Appendix
	Guidelines for presentation and recording of evidence for assessment at Foundation Level.

	1
	Description of

Portfolio
	Foundation Level portfolios may contain a wide range of evidence, which relates to different Specific Learning Outcomes.  Evidence may consist of different types of work, such as:

	
	
	· Written assignments

	
	
	· Completed worksheets

	
	
	· Articles

	
	
	· Logs / Personal journals

	
	
	· Notes of class sessions

	
	
	· Graphics

	
	
	· Drawings

	
	
	· Diagrams

	
	
	· Montage

	
	
	· Photographs

	
	
	· Storyboards

	
	
	· Maps / plans 

	
	
	· Charts

	
	
	· Computer print-outs

	
	
	· Checklists

	
	
	· Audio / video tapes

	
	
	and

	
	
	· Tutor verification of tasks accomplished and activities carried out.

	
	
	All evidence presented in the portfolio should be the candidate’s own work.  Independent achievement of the presented work is encouraged; however, where tutors have assisted in the production of final evidence, this should be clearly indicated on the final piece.


	2
	Completion of

Marking Sheets
	The Individual Marking Sheet should be copied from this module descriptor, completed by the tutor and presented along with other evidence of the candidate’s achievements.

	
	
	Specific Learning Outcomes attained by the candidate should be identified with a tick (().

	
	
	The completed marking sheet should be signed by the candidate and the tutor, indicating that the portfolio contains the candidate’s own work.

	3
	Tutor 

Verification of Achievements
	All the Specific Learning Outcomes achieved by the candidate should be verified by the tutor.  In most cases, where evidence of the candidate’s achievements is contained in the portfolio, this will consist of a tick (().

	
	
	However, some work cannot be included in the portfolio, for example:

	
	
	· If the evidence consists of a demonstration of skill, execution of a task, role-play, live performance or other behaviour observed by the tutor.

· If the evidence is perishable, for example foodstuffs.

	
	
	A brief note from the tutor in the ‘Evidence’ column of the Individual Candidate Marking Sheet should describe the relevant activity, for example ‘satisfactory role-play observed’; ‘ effectively took part in a meeting’.


	
	
	In some cases the evidence may need to be described in more detail.  If so, the written verification should consist of a note in the candidate’s portfolio.  If the tutor verification applies to activities carried out by a group of candidates, one note will cover the whole group.  It may be necessary to photocopy the note to ensure there is a copy of the note in each relevant portfolio.

	
	
	Some tutors may encourage candidate’s to complete their own Marking Sheets.  This is acceptable provided that their accuracy is verified and guaranteed by the tutor.

	
	
	Tutor verification is accepted as the sole evidence of a candidate’s achievement only if no other work can be submitted: that is, if the Specific Learning Outcome refers to an observed task or practical activity, or if the evidence is perishable.

	4
	Submission of

Evidence
	All Specific learning Outcomes in which the candidate has achieved success must be verified by suitable evidence, which shows that the learner has reached the required standard.  Guidelines on the specifications of evidence for individual modules are given in the Assessment section above.

	
	
	In some cases, a single piece of work can demonstrate that the candidate has succeeded in several Specific Learning Outcomes.  This should be clearly indicated on the Individual Candidate Marking Sheet in the ‘Evidence’ column.


	5
	Group Activity &

Group Projects


	If a candidate has participated in a group activity, this may be submitted as evidence of achievement, provided that the individual’s contribution is summarised on the Individual Candidate Marking Sheet in the ‘Evidence’ column. 

	
	
	In cases where a group project is undertaken as part of the assessment procedure, the portfolio of each group member should record or contain supporting evidence of their individual contribution to the group task, such as notes, plans, costings, sketches, drafts.

	6
	Volume of

Evidence
	Work submitted for assessment should consist of the candidate’s best efforts.  It should demonstrate that s/he has achieved the Specific Learning outcomes and should comply with specifications outlined in the Assessment section.  In many instances, it will be unnecessary to submit all the work produced by a candidate during the course.

	7
	Assessment

Procedures
	Centre-based assessment: portfolios of coursework are assessed by the course tutor in his/her own centre.  Portfolios which have reached the required standard are submitted for external monitoring on designated dates throughout the year.  It is important that tutors judge carefully that candidate’s portfolios are ready to be submitted for external monitoring, since those, which do not meet the standard will be referred back to the candidate.


	
	
	External monitoring: tutors present the portfolios, which they judge have reached the required standard.  Portfolios, which do not yet meet the requirements, are referred back to the candidate for further work.

	
	
	The process of external monitoring ensures that a specific standard is defined and applied to work submitted by all candidates irrespective of which centre they attend.


Integrating Personal Effectiveness

This table gives a general guide to those areas where Personal Effectiveness may be readily integrated for delivery and/or assessment.

This is not an exhaustive guide: tutors and learners may design activities which integrate Personal Effectiveness in other areas.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Personal Effectiveness

S.L.O.s
	Draw up a personal learning plan
	Gather information needed to carry out task(s)
	Review and adapt the learning plan, if necessary
	Practise different ways of learning in different situations
	Evaluate the success of work completed
	Work as a member of a team
	Evaluate the work of the team
	Maintain a safe and efficient working environment
	Observe safe work practices
	Observe hygienic work practices
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